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EDUCATIONAL COOPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT CENTER



Our Credo 
We believe that we must think philanthropy, speak philanthropy, write philanthropy and publish philanthropy, as popularization of philanthropy will play a vital role in moral improvement of our society. 

Educational Cooperation and Development Center is a non-governmental organization, founded in 1998, by five women who have worked in various educational and social programs directed at vulnerable strata of community. 

The mission of ECDC team is to promote development of civic society through education, to develop full potential of a person and a community; to enhance public awareness of female population in Georgia. The activities planned by the group increase knowledge of Georgian women to understand their personal abilities and find their role in the contemporary society. 

In order to realize its mission, ECDC has worked out four main operational programs: 

· Women philanthropy program

· Educational program

· Research program

· Information program       

Since its establishment ECDC has been carrying out several special projects targeting women and children of the rural region Khevsureti (Shatili) at Georgia-Chechnya border.

Surveys

Since 2000, two surveys – “Interaction between businesses and women’s NGOs” and “A study of mid-sized and big business attitudes towards the ethical and regulatory issues concerning philanthropy” were conducted by ECDC to obtain the detailed information about the local business philanthropy activities as well as its outlook on philanthropy development in Georgia. 

Publications

Since 2001 ECDC has published and distributed monthly newsletters “Philanthropy Lessons” (26 issues in the Georgian language). ECDC has published three books “Georgian Philanthropy - Past, Present and Future Paradigms” (in the Georgian and English languages), “A Handbook for Women’s Organizations” (in the Georgian language), “Philanthropy – Theory and Practice” (in the Georgian language). 
Implemented projects

In 2003 – 2004, ECDC implemented the project on promoting local philanthropy through business and nonprofits collaboration by support of the Eurasia Foundation. The project focused on forming an understanding of social responsibility, lobbying for changes to the tax code and philanthropy-related legal regulations, elaborating the basic charitable standards for better practice of philanthropy and promoting the growth of society participation in its development. 
In November 2002 ECDC has been selected to receive the Global Fund for Women’s 15th Anniversary Partnership Grant to support smaller, grassroots women’s groups in the regional communities.  The small grants program was implemented in 2003 and the 10 fledgling women’s organizations working on the issues of protection of women’s human rights, women’s and girls’ education and economic opportunities were supported in different regions of Georgia. In addition, through the ECDC’s fundraising efforts, three regional women’s groups were supported by the local private sources. 

In 2004 ECDC together with the Ministry of Education and Science implemented the distribution of the schoolbooks, school materials and literature among the village schools of the Akhalkalaki district.

In 2005 ECDC started the implementation of the project “Building the Boarding School for Shatili Community”. The German Initiative Group “Menschen in Not” cooperated with ECDC and conducted the fundraising campaign for building the Shatili boarding school and the major part of the funds were collected in Germany. The additional funds were provided by the OSCE Mission to Georgia. In March 2005 the project “Mobilizing Khevsureti Community and Organizing Working Camp for Solution to the Problem of Education in the Region” was financed by the World Bank in the scopes of the program - Georgia Development Marketplace 2005. With the help of the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Georgia the boarding school was equipped and furnished. The new school building was officially opened on October 26, 2005. The event was attended by the President of the Republic of Georgia.

Feasibility Study
In 2004 ECDC has conducted a Feasibility Study prior to a campaign for initiating the Women’s Fund in Georgia to identify the prospects and evaluate adequately potential of the donors, local as well as international for subsequent solicitation of contributions for the women’s fund. 

In 2005 ECDC founded the Women’s Fund in Georgia to support women groups’ initiatives and activities for social changes in Georgia. The first contribution for the Women’s Fund in Georgia was made by the Global Fund for Women.

Contact Information:
Educational Cooperation and Development Center (ECDC)
52, Lado Asatiani str. Tbilisi 0105, Georgia
Tel/Fax: (995 32) 935094

